Lack of evidence for maternal effect in familial Alzheimer's disease.
Mitochondrial defects may be involved in Alzheimer's disease (AD) by lowering the oxidative phosphorylation efficiency at an earlier age. To investigate the possible contribution of an inherited mitochondrial DNA defect to familial AD (FAD), we examined the Genetic Analysis Workshop (GAW) data for evidence of maternal transmission and the effect on the age of onset. We found no evidence in support of inherited mitochondrial defects in the GAW FAD kindreds.